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We are writing to express our concern to recently announced plans to reduce Job Corps slot
capacity to 33,532 total student slots in program year (PY) 2017. We are concerned that such a
steep reduction of 4,662 training slots (12 percent) relative to PY 2016 — despite the program
receiving a 1 percent funding increase in P.L. 115-31, the Consolidated Appropriations Act of
2017 — is either unwarranted or indicative of ongoing financial management challenges by the

offices administering Job Corps.

The fiscal year 2017 congressional budget justification for Job Corps indicated that the
Employment and Training Administration (ETA) required $1,581,825,000 for Job Corps
operations in order to maintain 38,194 student training slots.' Based on this request, Job Corps’
congressional supporters rallied to ensure Job Corps was provided at least the $1,581,825,000 in
operations funding necessary for Job Corps to serve the same number of students. Ultimately,
Congress provided $1,587,325,000 for Job Corps operations in P.L. 115-31, the Consolidated

Appropriations Act of 2017 — an increase of $5.5 million.

We are alarmed that after informing Congress that no cuts would be necessary, the agency is
now planning to significantly reduce services to our constituents. Given the similarity to the
2012 enrollment freeze and capacity reductions that resulted from the agency’s financial

mismanagement of Job Corps’ budget, we are gravely concerned.

Section 161(a) of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 requires the
Department to submit special financial reports to Congress regarding the Job Corps program. To
the best of our knowledge, no such reports have been submitted. Further, Section 161(a)(3) of the
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 requires the Department to submit a
financial report explaining how it intends to address a Job Corps budget shortfall if such a

VFY 2017 Congressional Budget Justification, Employment and Training Administration, Job
Corps. p. 20. Accessed at: https://www.dol.gov/sites/default/files/CBJ-2017-V1-05.pdf.
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shortfall is discovered. The Department’s plans to cut 12 percent of Job Corps’ capacity in order

~ to operate the program at a more ‘affordable’ level, suggest that such a shortfall has been
discovered.” If the agency has discovered such a shortfall based on the FY 2017 appropriation
without submitting the required report to Congress, then the agency may be in noncompliance
with the statute. If no such shortfall exists, then it would seem these cuts are not needed.

Again, our expectations based on the agency’s budget documents is that the resources this
Congress provided should be sufficient to maintain the slot capacity of 38,194 that the agency
projected. Therefore, we ask that you re-examine the justification for ETA’s reduction in Job
Corps slot capacity in program year 2017 and provide any information that supports this decision
to our offices.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
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